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Connecticut Recycling Rate Up 


It is one increase that we can all celebrate - the average statewide municipal solid 
waste (MSW) recycling rate for fiscal year 1994 increased to 23% (from 21% last year). 
It just keeps going up - thanks to positive recycling efforts by everyone involved: 
residents, schools, businesses, institutions, recycling facilities, haulers, local and 
regional recycling coordinators, etc.; the list goes on. FY 1994 disposal and recycling 
data submitted to DEP indicated a disposal rate that dropped to .68 tons per capita, 
per year (TPY) from .70 TPY in FY 1993. The recycling rate per person is .20 TPY, up 
from .18 TPY in FY 1993. Individual municipal recycling rates for FY 1994 ranged 
from 8% to over 40%.’ As always, when analyzing these numbers there are 
qualifications that need to be kept in mind. For those of you who are interested in the 
nitty-gritty details, please see the footnotes below.” If you have any questions, you can 
call Judy Belaval at the DEP Recycling Office at 424-3365. 


Although we are doing great and recycling at least 23% of our MSW, we can do even 
better. We all need to take advantage of the current boom market for recyclables by 
collecting more, improving participation rates, and further reducing contamination. 
Remember, the state’s goal for recycling and source reduction is 40% by the year 
2000. | 





Keep in mind that the accuracy of individual town recycling percentages, which are more 
sensitive to accurate identification of town of origin as reported to facilities by haulers, are not as 
reliable as state-wide percentages. . 


Data qualifiers: Tonnages of material collected and sent to recycling facilities are based on 
recycling reports submitted by the municipalities. It still appears that the non-residential recycling 
tonnages are under reported in spite of expanded reporting requirements which became effective July 
1, 1993. Non -residential scrap metal, automobile scrap, materials recycled through the bottle bill 
infrastructure, and materials backyard-composted basically go unreported. Tonnage of leaves 
composted is usually estimated on the basis of cubic yards; the reliability of the conversion factor may 
be effected by the moisture content of the leaves. Wood and demolition waste are not included in the 
recycling figures. MSW disposal figures are not always based on weighed tonnage: some are based on 
volume. MSW disposed and recycled out-of-state remains under-reported. Some of the bulky MSW 
disposed (furniture, carpets, etc.) Is incorrectly reported to DEP as bulky waste and is therefore not 
included in MSW disposal figures. 


DEP Coordinates Neighborhood Clean-Up Effort 


On January 30, 1995, in cooperation with the Mayor of Bridgeport, Joseph Ganim; 
William Carbone, Director of Alternative Sanctions for the Judicial Department; and 
a crew of 2 staff members and 20 clients from the Alternative Incarceration Center 
(AIC), the Department of Environmental Protection kicked off a pilot project called 
“Fight Against Illegal Dumping”. The purpose of the project is to remove unsightly and 
potentially dangerous trash which has accumulated in some urban neighborhoods. 


The first clean-up took place in Bridgeport at an abandoned lot on Ogden and Hallet 
Street. The 20-man crew of volunteers removed a host of items including: stoves, 
refrigerators, mattresses, couches, chairs and numerous other oversize items. This 
event was the first of it’s kind to take place in Connecticut, requiring the cooperation 
of three government agencies. Although the project began in Bridgeport, there are 
plans to expand this activity throughout the state. The Alternative Incarceration 
Center (AIC) is the backbone of the entire project, as without the labor of their clients, 
no clean-up could take place. 


Some of the rehabilitated lots will be used as community gardens or playgrounds, thus 
transforming what was once an eyesore into a community asset. If you would like 
more information on this exciting new program, please contact Jackie Pernell , DEP 
Waste Bureau at 424-3365. 


Solid Waste Educators Network(SWEN) Established 


Solid Waste Educators throughout Massachusetts and Connecticut have formed an 
exciting new network to share solid waste educational resources and teaching 
expertise. It all began when a group of Massachusetts coordinators met and discovered 
a common interest in a group which would deal specifically with education. Their first 
meeting focused on instructional resources. 


A second session explored teacher training formats, curricula, and videos. The meeting 
was attended by solid waste professionals from Massachusetts, Connecticut and New 
Hampshire, who named the organization the Solid Waste Educators Network. With 
momentum building and a seemingly endless supply of topics to explore, SWEN began 
meeting bimonthly. Connecticut hosted a well attended meeting in August which 
focused on sharing and reviewing media resources. Since then, SWEN meetings were 
held in other Massachusetts locations. 


In response to local issues, as well as time and travel constraints, Connecticut will 
begin holding it’s own quarterly state meetings, collaborating with the larger New 
England- wide group at various times. Connecticut SWEN will hold a meeting from 
10 a.m. to noon on Monday, March 6, 1995 at the CRRA Visitors Center on Murphy 
Road in Hartford. This will be an informational and organizational meeting. For more 
information, or to be placed on the mailing list, please contact Cheryl L. Burke, CRRA 
Visitors Center, at 247-4280 or Meg Enkler, Connecticut DEP at 424-3365. 
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